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100 Years of Education 
You did it! Thanks to your generosity over the past five years, 
we are proud to announce that our donors have secured over 100 years of  
education for the young people of East Africa! This was one of our collective 
goals for the 2009–2010 fundraising year and with your help we surpassed 
our target.

Your generosity this year allowed us to add five new scholars, bringing our  
total to fifteen. Each scholar is guaranteed a minimum of six years of educa-
tion, ensuring he or she has the stability and security necessary for long term 
academic success. The per year cost for each scholar is approximately $750 
USD, which means your generosity has allowed us to raise over $75,000 USD  
in our first five years. For a small institution that averages $153 USD per  
donation over the last five years, this is a tremendous accomplishment!

On behalf of all of the scholars, thank you! However the best way to thank  
you for your kindness is to let you hear their appreciation directly. 

“Webale muno, muno, muno.” Translated in Rutooro as “Thank you very,  
very much.”

“My favorite part about going to secondary school has been achieving 
knowledge from different subjects that I have not known before.”  
— Phillip, Class of 2009 Dobbyn Scholar

“If I could tell the many that give you money which help support  
my school fees I would beg them not to give up like when someone  
is climbing a high mountain doesn’t look behind before he reaches  
the peak of that mountain.” 
— Daniel, Class of 2007 Dobbyn Scholar.

“I like schooling very much since education is the best thing in my life.  
Let me thank all those who contribute to my studying.”  
— Christopher, Class of 2008 Dobbyn Scholar. 

“I can tell them [those who raise money for my school fees] that the 
seed they are planting they are not planting on a rock but a very  
fertile soil which will bare good fruits.” 
— Christopher Class of 2008 Dobbyn Scholar

Ugandan Education Progression

Currently Government funded

Primary School 
P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, P7

Secondary School 
O Levels: S1, S2, S3, S4 Advanced

A Levels: 2 Years University

Vocational 
Schools

At Secondary School, children must pay for school fees, thus creating a financial 
barrier for most children. Once accepted, the Dobbyn Foundation’s  
commitment to our scholars is 6 years.

Vocational schools are great venues for 
students to pursue alternate careers,  
in light of a university track education.



Charles Akugizibwe
Charles is a student at St. Leo’s 
Secondary School. During his 
first year he excelled in English, 

Mathematics, Chemistry, and Computers. 
Charles is working very hard in school so he 
can obtain his dream of becoming a doctor. 
Charles is a member of the soccer team at 
school and holds the position of goalkeeper. 
When at home, Charles helps his mom in the 
banana plantation, as well as tending to their 
garden at home where they grow beans, millet 
and potatoes. In his most recent letter Charles 
wrote, “I am very happy for what you are doing. 
Thank you very much.”

Ritah Komuhendo
Ritah is a student at Kyebambe 
Girl’s Secondary School. She did 
extremely well in many subjects 

and her teachers were very pleased with her  
performance as well as her potential going into 
year two. Ritah’s strongest subjects were  
History, Geography, Mathematics, French and 
Biology. She ranked as the 88th student out of 
211 class members. Ritah recently wrote, “I love 
my school because it is very good with good  
and lovely students.” Ritah has one sister and 
one brother. 

Ronald Atuhaire
Ronald did a very good job 
during his first year at St. Leo’s 
Secondary School. His strongest 

subjects were Mathematics, Technical Draw-
ing, Agriculture, and Computers. On his most 
recent report card, Ronald’s teachers remarked 
that he has done very well and should keep 
up the good work. Ronald is 14 years old and 
comes from a family of six. His father works 
as a tour guide and his mother takes care of 
the younger siblings. Ronald is very thankful 
for the Dobbyn Foundation’s support and is 
excited about continuing to excel in year two. 

Stephen Mwesige
Stephen attends St. Leo’s  
Secondary School. He did 
very well during his first 

year of school gaining high marks in History, 
Mathematics, Agriculture, Computers, and 
Entrepreneurship. Stephen recently wrote to 
the Dobbyn Foundation about his first year in 
secondary school, “I am experiencing a new life 
in school and I am learning many new subjects 
which I find very interesting.” Stephen is one 
of four children. He has two sisters and one 
brother. His extracurricular activities at school 
include debate, football and band.

New Scholars

The Next Five Years

Jackline Kawino
Jackline shows great potential 
after her first year at Kyebambe 
Girl’s Secondary School. Her 

teachers report that she participates well in all 
of her classes and her strongest subjects are 
French and Math. In her most recent letter, 
Jackline wrote, “Thank you for the good thing 
you have done for me. The school I am in is 
very good.” Jackline is one of six children. When 
at home she helps her mom with daily chores. 
Unfortunately Jackline’s father passed away 
when she was in primary school. Jackline enjoys 
participating in netball, cricket, and volleyball 
during her free time at school.

In February 2010 five new Dobbyn Scholars 
started their first year of secondary school. 
Here are introductions to our five most recent 
scholars: Charles, Ronald, Jackline, Ritah and 
Stephen. Each scholar did very well during 
their first year and are looking forward to 
starting year two in February 2011.  

For information on all fifteen Dobbyn  
Scholars, please visit the scholar section of  
our website at: www.dobbynfoundation.org 

We welcomed five new scholars this year to the 
2010 class of Dobbyn Scholars: Charles, Jackline, 
Ritah, Ronald and Stephen. This brings our total 
number of scholars to fifteen bright and committed 
students who have an opportunity for education 
that would not have been available without your 
generous support.

The organization has come a long way since our first meeting five years 
ago in a cramped living room with only a draft business plan and a number 
of skeptical individuals. Yet we continue to believe that education is the 
strongest driver of delivering children out of poverty- while granting them 
tangible skills to pursue a better life and income generating opportunities.

This year we continued to strive for better efficiency and organizational  
effectiveness. Three initiatives immediately stand out. First and foremost, 
we continue to build strong partnerships with individual schools and com-
munity organizations in Uganda. These relationships take time to establish 
and will pay greater dividends in the future. Second, we have developed a 
strong relationship with a well established accounting firm, bolstering our 
transparency and financial measurements. We continue to operate with  
a conservative and risk adverse financial operating plan, thus shielding  
our scholars from the volatility that many other small non-profits have 

faced within the last two years. Third, we have instituted a series of  
new cost effective technology improvements that will have a substantial 
impact on our scholar operations and the relationships we have with  
our donors.

While we are proud of the last five years, we are currently developing a 
comprehensive strategy for the future. Over the next five years we seek  
to double the number of scholars we support, while tripling the number  
of active donors. Yet one of the core beliefs the Dobbyn Foundation  
has held over the last five years is preserving our flexible operational 
structure, while allowing full transparency and accountability to our 
donors and supporters. How many non-profits do you know where the 
Executive Director can be reached at any point via phone or email?  
Now you know at least one.

Thank you again for your kindness and incredible generosity during  
the last year. Please keep us in your thoughts in 2011.

Best wishes,

Kevin Bouchard, Executive Director



February 2011 will mark Phillip’s third year as a Dobbyn Scholar and his third 
year in secondary school. During his first two years, Phillip has achieved  
extremely high grades and class rankings. He is currently ranked 3rd in  
his class and excels in the majority of his subjects. Phillip has done  
particularly well in Geography, Mathematics, and Chemistry, difficult  
subjects for most students. 

Phillip is an extremely motivated student and always strives to improve,  
even with his excellent marks so far. In his most recent letter Phillip wrote,  
“I was 3rd in the whole class, but that is not enough for me because my  
intention is to get the 1st position in the whole class. This proves that  
there is still a gap to be filled. I did very well in chemistry, mathematics,  
and geography but I am going to put more effort in other subjects  
through research and proper concentration in them.” 

We are so pleased with Phillip’s performance thus far and even more 
excited about his initiative and desire to do well. We look forward to  
his continued success.

Abdul will also be entering his third year of secondary schooling in February 2011.  
Thus far, his performance at the St. Leo’s Secondary School has been very good.  
Adbul’s teachers have commented that he is very well behaved and a diligent 
worker with great focus.  

Adbul’s best subjects thus far have been geography, mathematics, biology and 
technical drawing.  In his most recent letter, Abdul wrote that he was working 
hard and “busy with his books.”  Adbul also commented that he was happy 
with his continued improvement and determined to succeed in the future.  
“I did very well, better than last terms and was able to get the fourth  
position in the whole class.”  

We are very happy with Abdul’s positive attitude toward schooling and 
hard working demeanor.  We are confident his optimism and work ethic 
will allow him to continue to do well and achieve his academic goals.   
We look forward to following Abdul as he progresses. 

Hope is a 2009 Dobbyn Scholar. In February 2011 she will be entering her 
third year of secondary school and we are confident she will continue to  
excel as she has during her first two years.

Hope’s most recent report card ranks her 2nd  in a class of 214 students.  
She received an excellent rating in English literature, history, mathe-
matics, and physics. Hope’s teachers are extremely impressed with her  
performance thus far and Hope herself is very proud of her achievements 
and excited about the future. In her most recent letter Hope talked about 
how she worked hard to improve this term and how she had reached 
that goal. She also mentioned she would be participating in extra study  
sessions over the holiday break so she could continue to improve.

We are thrilled with Hope’s achievements and most importantly her de-
sire to succeed and continue to improve. We look forward to her con-
tinued success. 

Scholar Spotlight

Phillip Asiimwe 

Abdul Karim Muhenda  

Hope Proscovia 



Treasurer Update
This past fiscal year the Dobbyn Foundation reached a major milestone with 
100 years of education. This was an impressive achievement given the difficult 
global economic environment, low interest rates in the US and a weak dollar. 
We received over $21,000 from our donors this past fiscal year, our highest 
ever. In almost every revenue category, we achieved year over year growth.  
As a result, overall donations have increased over 12% and our individual  
donors have increased by 23% from the previous year. The Dobbyn Founda-
tion continues to maintain a low operating ratio, with 93% of total revenue 
going to program expenses. These are numbers we are very proud to report. 

Looking forward to 2011, we will be monitoring the US landscape  
and hope to increase our interest income as US interest rates move. 

Additionally next year’s operating expenses are expected to be  
marginally higher in anticipation of a visit to Uganda. Lastly as our  
donor base continues to grow at a steady pace, we expect the 2011  
fiscal year to be even more successful than 2010. Thank you for  
your continued support.

Joshua Smith, Treasurer

The Dobbyn Foundation is a small, volunteer based organization dedicated  
to assisting East African children who would otherwise be unable to attend  
secondary school. We fundraise in order that these boys and girls have the 
educational opportunities that are denied to most children in the developing 
world. We do not receive compensation for our time, allowing a greater  
percentage of your donation to go directly to student scholarships. As a 
small non-profit, we consider ourselves accountable to you at all times and 

are committed to ensuring your donation is utilized wisely. That is our 
promise to you. If you have any questions or just want to get an update 
regarding scholars’ progress, please do not hesitate to contact us at  
any time.

Dobbyn Foundation Board of Directors,

Ann Marie Bouchard, Kevin Bouchard, Daniel Jewett, Josh Smith

Our Promise

Revenue

Expenses ( Program )

Expenses ( Non Program )

Net Revenue

Expense Ratio

Individual Contributons

No. of Individual 
Contributions

$ / Donation

( USD per fiscal year )
*Fiscal year was changed from traditional calendar year to September 1 – August 30.

$11,467.37

( $542.26 )

$10,925.11

4.73%

$11,190.00

49

$228.37

$16,388.23

( $2,000.00 )

( $778.09 )

$13,610.14

4.75%

$13,270.00

89

$149.10

$8,054.79

( $4,580.00 )

( $1,225.18 )

$2,249.61 

15.21%

$6,998.94

48

$145.81

$19,744.00 

( $8,120.00 )

( $1,658.00 )

$9,966.00

8.40%

$10,634.20

93

$114.35

2006

2007

2008*

2008 – 2009
2009 – 2010

 Individual 
 Contributions  . . . . . . .  80%

 Corporate 
 Contributions  . . . . . . .  11%

 Matching 
 Contributions  . . . . . . . .  8%

 Interest
 Revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . .  1%

2009 – 2010
Revenue

Breakdown

What It Costs
( Approximate USD ) 6 Years:  $4,500

Boarding School 

$500 – $600
School Uniforms 

$40 – $60
Books & Supplies 

$50 – $100

$21,563.00

( $10,120.00 )

( $1,635.00 )

$9,808.00

7.58%

$17,277.00

134

$128.93

1 Year:      $750



Contributions 
September 1, 2009 – August 31, 2010

Elizabeth Ackles

Richard & Eileen Ackles

Tim & Lauren Averill

Rebecca Babbitt

Sarah & Brandon Barrett

Jamie Barth

Elizabeth & Adrian Bayardi

Bonnie Benincasa

Laura Benincasa

Dan & Ann Bielli

Elizabeth Bielli

Robert & Kathleen Bilsbury

Michael Birkner

Tim & Dorothy Blanchette

Jim & Dorinda Bogart

Gina Howes Boshers

John & Sandra Bouchard 

Kevin & Ann Marie Bouchard

Michael & Kathy Bouchard

Nancy Brenerman

Ryan & Jamie Bullock

Nate & Turi Cairney

Ellen Cammack

Marjorie Caroll

Sarah Cartmell

Karen Colonna

Joanna & Salvatore Como

Joe Condino

Peter Cornax

Adam & Kate Day

Sarah Deluca

Edward & Irma Dobbyn

Fred Field & Karen Dobbyn

Margaret & Stephen Driscoll

Peter & Reyna Eastwood

Catherine Egan

Kevin & Sue Egan

Rich & Eileen Egan

Robert Everts

Laura Faelten

Kathleen Farrell

Corey Fehnel

Michael & Kathy Fey

Edwin & Carolyn Field

Leslie Field

Kimberly & Adam Finch

David & Allison Fort

John Gagnon

Aspen Hammond & Justin Ginnetti

Dary & Cat Goodrich

John & Corey Goodrich

Mary Greenvall & Ryan Goodrich

Kyle & Lana Grady

Peter & Sandy Gregg

Adrian & Rebecca Griego

Sarah & Francisco Guzman

William & Lindsay Hancock

Mary & Steven Harman

Issac Harris

Tom & Debbie Harris

Teresa Hartle

Ed & Kendra Hartman

Jan & Petra Havranek

Kris & Susan Hayden

Matt & Jill Henson

Marissa & Chris Hine

Richard & Heidi Howard 

Ian & Sam Isherwood

Jack & Judy Isherwood

John & Kathy Isherwood 

Dan & Sue Jewett

Andy & Susan Jewett

Philip & Susan Jones

Lois Kamensky

Vishaal & Melanie Kansagra

Heather & Robert Krueger

Jonathan & Elizabeth Legg

Tim Funk & Amy Lucadamo

David & Mary Lumsden

Kiran Mallavarapu

Brian & Janna Maloblock

Dorothy & Kevin Maus

Jason & Angie Mayo

Sarah Meehan

Brett & Donna Montich

Dana Moore

Barnaby Nardella

Bill Neidlinger

Kenneth & Mary Nelson 

Matthew Nelson

Steve & Beverly Nelson

Kieran O’Connor

Paul Vincent Panzanella

Marc & Marian Perreault

Jeanne & Joseph Rafter 

Katherine Richardson

Greg & Zhanna Robblee

Elizabeth Rosenberg

Harton Semple

Elizabeth Sestak

Joe & Susan Sestak

Patricia Sestak

Richard Sestak 

Andrew & Renee Smith

Doug & Marjorie Smith

Elliot Smith

Francis Smith

Gregory & Margaret Smith

Harold & Mary Smith 

Johanna Smith

Josh & Lisa Smith

Megan Smith

Jim & Pat Stallings

Abigail & Nick Strazzabosco

Terry & Kathy Sullivan 

Tom Sullivan

Daisuke & Lucy Takato

Glenn Verdi

Matt & Becky Weber

John & Andrea Welna

Chris & Rachel White

Louise Wigmore

Mary Jane & Ernest Williams

Jay York

Rebecca & Chris York

Slavomir Zapata

Matching & Corporate  
Contributions*

AIG

Alliance Bernstein

Allied World Assurance Company

Egan’s Sunoco

Hewlett-Packard Company

PepsiCo Foundation

State Street Bank

Sun Life Financial

Tower Automotive

Unum

Verizon

Corporate & Foundation Grants

Allied World Assurance Company

J. Mark Kjeldgaard Fund

Other Institutional Donations

Foreside Community Church

St. Peter’s United Church

*In this fiscal year 2009–2010, 
the Dobbyn Foundation received 
$4,066 from matching and 
corporate contributions. These 
funds make up 19% of our total 
revenue last year and significantly 
benefit our scholars. Please check 
with your employer’s Human 
Resource Department to see if 
matching grants or opportunities 
for corporate donations are avail-
able at your organization. If you 
have questions about the process, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
us at: info@dobbynfoundation.org

We are proud to announce a new position of “Dobbyn Ambassador.” 

Dobbyn Ambassadors are individuals who have a close connection to the 
Dobbyn Foundation and its mission of ensuring secondary education to the 
young people of East Africa. With their comprehensive knowledge of the  
organization, they serve as “Ambassadors” for the Dobbyn Foundation 
within their respective communities. Current Ambassadors have a wide 
range of backgrounds and help our organization in technical, fundraising, 
organizational and governance capabilities. Their advice, counsel, and  

fundraising efforts add significant contributions to the  
cause on a regular basis. 

Our current list of Ambassadors is listed on our website at:  
www.dobbynfoundation.org under “Our Team.” 

If you would like to play a larger part in the Dobbyn Foundation or  
are interested in becoming a Dobbyn Ambassador, please email  
Kevin Bouchard at: kbouchard@dobbynfoundation.org

Dobbyn Ambassadors:
Dary Goodrich, Marissa Hine, Ian Isherwood, Bill Neidlinger

Introducing

Dobbyn Ambassadors

How to Donate

Donate Online:
www.dobbynfoundation.org/donate

Or please mail a check payable to: 
The Dobbyn Foundation 

59 Morgan Street, Melrose, MA 02176

Contact Us

Phone 
+1.617.458.9619

Email
info@dobbynfoundation.org

Dobbyn Foundation Online

Website 
www.dobbynfoundation.org

 Facebook
www.facebook.com/dobbynafrica

  Twitter
www.twitter.com/dobbynafrica


